Benton Park West Neighborhood Association

Board Meeting – Five Star Senior Center
April 2, 2013 @ 6:30-8:15 PM

I. Call to Order – 6:32 pm

II. Roll Call

a. President – Linda Hennigh, Present
b. Vice President – Michael Sullivan, Present
c. Secretary – Scott McIntosh, Present
d. Treasurer – Suzanne (Suzy) Hennigh, Absent
e. Member At-Large – Becky Martinez, Present
f. Member At-Large – Christina Sullivan, Present
g. Membership Committee – Vacant

h. Block Link – Vacant

i. Communications – Bill Byrd, Present
j. Facilities – Bill Byrd

k. Dog Park Committee – Mandy Mankin, Absent
l. Youth Outreach – Pam Welsh, Present
m. Quality of Life and Safety – Vacant
n. Beautification – Shirley Johnson, Absent
o. Community Garden – Vacant

p. Finance and Fundraising - Vacant

III. Jason Deem
a. Empire Café on Cherokee @ Texas
b. Shipping container building with outdoor dining

c. Design inspired by European architecture trend of using shipping containers

d. Kleen Architects, Jason’s sister did the design

e. Focused on outdoor, but may have indoor later.
f. Tables under pavilion would fold up so that a market could still happen 
g. Second level will have indoor space with cool lighting to reflect orange glow

h. Interviewing operators; Mudd House is one potential

i. Will be very selective on who will run the café 
j. Hours will be dictated by what the business can support

k. Looking at doing a hostel at the old Globe building
l. Attempting a high end European feel, but not high prices; wanting to serve the community

m. Would apply for a 1:30 liquor license, but don’t intend to provide alcohol initially

n. Will have an ADA bathroom, for customers only
o. Bike rakes and possible bike share program

i. Bikes would be reserveable via your phone

ii. Bikes branded; Empire Café or Cherokee Street

iii. Would have hubs in other neighborhoods (ex: Grove) 

p. Board

i. Ask about security

ii. Would write a letter of support if needed

iii. Normal conditions; clean up liter

IV. Julie Sommer

a. 2926 Cherokee (owner)
b. Bar/Café conditional use hearing

c. The blue pearl – Americana atmosphere
d. Hours: Tues-Fri 3pm-1:30 am (likely closing at 10 or 11 pm) and Sat 11am-7pm (may likely move to later hours)
e. Small acoustic music venue

i. Blues

ii. Folk

iii. Bluegrass

iv. Appalachian

v. Local and out-of-town artists

f. Light food and drink offerings

i. Fresh juices

ii. Vegetarian food predominately; cheese boards, fruit, etc

iii. Possibly paninis

iv. Will Porter’s pizzas maybe sold too

v. Veggie dogs – Chicago style

g. Board

i. Support with usual conditions

ii. Want to check with Gravois Park on their thoughts and decisions

V. Drew Jones
a. RegenSTL
b. Self-sustaining events for self-sustaining communities

c. Power events by bike power

d. 50% of proceeds go to an artist or community

e. Have done music events in Blank Space and Handle Bar
f. Looking to move into visual arts; movie screening or gorilla art gallery

g. Hold event on LRA vacant lot

h. 3000 watts on two batteries, 5 generators
i. Able to count watts generated and use as method for pledges
j. Have had phone charging stations at bike races (ex: Tour de Grove)

k. Filed 501c3

l. Working with C.A.M.P. to be a part of Cinco de Mayo festival on Cherokee

VI. Review and Accept March Board Meeting Minutes – Bill moves, Pam seconds, approved
VII. Review March Treasurer’s Report and 2013 Budget and Committee Report – N/A
VIII. Committee Reports

a. President’s Report

b. Communications
c. Facilities
d. Housing

e. Quality of Life and Safety
i. Weed & Seed Meetings – Quarterly on 2nd Thursday: March 14, June, September
f. Membership
g. Youth Outreach

IX. Old Business
a. Easter Eggstravaganza
i. Donations of $475

ii. Had 140 people

iii. Needed a better prize system
iv. Limit tattoos, but willing to give to those waiting in line
v. Have banner/sign that says the event is hosted by BPWNA

b. Neighborhood Wide Garage Sale (6/01)

i. BPWNA to have a table at Clowder House? Yes, at least for presence

ii. Possibly have balloons along with a sign

iii. Donate leftover items to BPWNA between 12-3 pm; Bill will staff

iv. Bill will do a map, will need addresses one week out

c. Silent Auction

i. Move to Fall; Sept or Oct
ii. Schedule a planning meeting
X. New Business

a. Fair St. Louis

i. Applying for July 4

ii. Bill reviewing last year’s volunteer list and work with Linda to come up with a number

iii. Bill or Linda will complete the application

b. Community Garden Opening Day, April 4
c. Operation Brightside, April 6 & 7

i. Bulk pick-up Monday signs are in!

d. Open Forum on CID, April 11

e. Healthy Corner Store Update

i. Will do a focus group w/residents (9-10 people)

1. Chris Schmidt could possibly host focus group

ii. Then a community survey on neighboring streets on the venue

iii. Minnesota Market as new name of Penny Saver

f. Dog Park Opening

i. Mandy likes the idea, no date set

ii. Mandy is to call to fix the fountain

g. Cinco de Mayo, Sat, May 4

i. Donate $50 Bill moves, Christina seconds, passes

ii. Need noise makers and beads, Linda to check budget to see if funds are available
iii. Put BPW labels on beads

h. Review April neighborhood meeting agenda

XI. Adjournment - Bill moves, Christina seconds, and passes @ 8:37 pm
ACTION ITEMS

I. All
a. Bring $1 for 50/50 at Membership Meeting
II. Becky 
a. Ask Cherokee Street vendors if willing to display BPW t-shirt with sign on how/where to purchase them.
III. Bill 

a. New Neighbor packets 

b. Assist Shirley with neighborhood banners; found a source for banners ‐ $25‐30 for 2ft x 5ft pole banners 

c. Banner for Dog Park; assist Mandy with this project 

d. Add PayPal button to website; button is not taking to PayPal site 

e. Google phone – option to replace office phone 

IV. Christina 

V. Linda 

a. Board and NA meeting agendas 

b. Letter of support 
c. Pull and review Fox Park’s historic district regulations

d. Pam and Linda to purchase items at the Looking Glass

e. Order bulk pickup signs
VI. Mandy 

a. Dog Park banner; working with Bill 

b. Planning a work day; trying to get mulch delivered 

c. Needs lock combination from Barb Potts 

VII. Michael 

a. Work with Scott on Housing Committee 

VIII. Pam 

a. NAB work 

IX. Scott 

a. Monthly Board and NA meeting minutes 

b. Silent Auction Planning meeting

i. Schedule a meeting to discuss

ii. Linda had outreached to City Bistro, but may try The Choice

c. T‐shirt Sales 

i. Will post on Facebook, Listserv, Twitter, etc to purchase once PayPal button is on BPWNA website 

ii. Press release 

iii. $20 for non‐members, and $15 for members 

iv. Suzy will get notification from PayPal and should send to Board 

v. Bill, Mandy, and Scott will discuss logistics for distributing shirts 

X. Shirley 

a. BPW canvas neighborhood banners; spoke with Alderman Ortmann 

b. Suzy 

c. Monthly Treasurer’s and Budget report; includes year‐to‐date budget 

d. Pay first six months office rent; Bill will send PO 

e. Add Becky Martinez to Dropbox 

i. Programming

1. March

a. Easter Eggstraveganza (3/30)

2. April

a. Dog Park Opening (4/13)

3. May

a. Cinco de Mayo (5/04) – walk in Parade 

4. June

a. Neighborhood Wide Yard Sale (6/01)

b. Movie in the Park (6/22)

5. July

a. Fair St. Louis

b. Back-to-School (Bill to follow up)

6. August

a. National Night Out (8/06)

b. Rummage Sale (8/24)

7. September

a. Movie in the Park (9/21)

b. Silent Auction (TBD)

8. October

a. Trunk or Treat (10/27)

9. November

a. Potluck at Membership Meeting (11/21)

10. December

a. Looking Glass Fundraiser (12/05)

b. Holiday Bazaar (12/07)

i. Ask Peter and Paul about partnering/cross promoting 

ii. Hold in space on Cherokee Street
